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THE HISTORY OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
* (Continued from page 10.) 


Me. Raikes had very soon occasion to answer another in- 
quiry “ from Bradford in Yorkshire.” His letter is dated 
“‘ Gloucester, June 5, 1784,” and agrees in substance with 
the foregoing: yet, as it may serve to complete the interest- 
ing information upon the subject .of the Sunday School, the 
last which we can receive from the inventor himself, we shall 
insert it. 


‘¢ Having found four persons who had been accustomed to 
instruct children in reading, 1 engaged to pay the sum they 
required for receiving and instructing such children as I 
should send to them every Sunday. ‘The children were to 
come soon after ten in the morning, and stay till twelve: they 
were then to go home and return at one ; and after reading a 
lesson, they were to be conducted to church. After church 
they were to be employed in repeating the catechism till half 
past five, and then to be dismissed, with an injunction to go 
home without making a noise; and by no means to play in 
the street. This was the general outline of the regulation. 

‘“ With regard to the parents, I went round to remonstrate 
with them on the melancholy consequences that must ensue 
from so fatal a neglect of their children’s morals. They al- 
lezed, that their poverty rendered them incapable of cleaning 
and clothing their children fit to appear either at school or at 
church ; but this objection was obviated by a remark, that if 
they were clad in a garb fit to appear in the streets, J should 
not think it improper for a school calculated to admit the 
poorest and mest neglected. All that I required, were clean 
faces, clean hands, and the hair combed. In other respects, 
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they were to come as their circumstances would admit. Ma- 
ny children began to show talents for learning, and a desire 
to be taught. Little rewards were distributed among the 
most diligent; this excited an emulation. One or two cler- 
gymen gave their assistance, by going round to the Schools on 
the Sunday afternoon, to hear the cities their catechism. 
This wasof great consequence. 

* Another clergyman hears them their catechism once a 
quarter publicly in the church, and rewards their good beha- 
viour with some little gratuity. 

‘“* They are frequently admonished to refrain from swear- 
ing; and certain boys, who are distinguished by their decent 
behaviour, are appointed to superintend the conduct of the 
rest, and make report of those that swear, call names, or in- 
terrupt the comfort of the other boys in their neighbourhood. 
When quarrels have arisen, the aggressor is compelled to ask 
pardon, and the offended is enjoined to forgive. The happi- 
ness that must arise to all from a kind, good natured beha- 
viour, is often inculcated. 

“ This mode of treatment has produced a wonderful change 
in the manners of these 2 savages. I cannot give a more 
striking instance than | i the other day from Mr. 
Church, a considerable manufacturer of hemp and flax, who 
employs great numbers of these children. | asked him whe- 
thér he perceived any alteration in the poor children he em- 
ployed. ‘ Sir,’ says he, ‘ the change could not have been 
more extraordinary in my opinion, had they been transform- 
ed from the shape of wolves and tigers tothat of men. In 
temper, disposition, and manners, they could hardly be said 
to differ from the brute creation. But since the establish- 
ment of the Sunday Schools, they have seemed anxious to 
show that they are net the ignorant, illiterate creatures they 
were before. When they have seen a superior come, and 
kindly instruct and admonish them, and sometimes reward 
their good behaviour, they are anxious to gain his friendship . 
and good opinion. ‘They are also become more tractable 
and obedient, and less quarrelsome: and revengeful. In 
short, | never conceived that a reformation so singular could 
have been eflected among the set of untutored beings I em- 
ployed.’ 

“ From this little sketch of the reformation which has taken 
place, there is reason to hope, that a general establishment of 
Sunday Schools, would in time make some change in the mo- 
rals of the lower class. At least it might, in some measure, 
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prevent them from growing worse, which at present seems but 
too apparent. 
“ Tam, Sir, &c. 
“ R. RAIKES.” 


It appears, from the first letter of Mr. Raikes, that the Sun- 
day School originated i in 1780. Forthree years, the schools 
gradually extended in his neighbourhood, to which they ap- 

ear then to have been confined, and where several clergymen, 
besides the minister mentioned by Mr. R. very laudably con- 
tributed to the success of the scheme, by their personal at- 
tentions. The report of that SUCCESS, in and about Glouces- 
ter, could not fail to draw attention from other parts of Eng- 
land. In 1784, the plan was adopted in Yorkshire, by seve- 
ral manufacturing towns. In Leeds, 1800 children were 
speedily ebllected. In this year the Sunday School at Stock- 
port was x eae which has since exceeded in magnitude any 
other single establishment of this kind, and has recently been 
distinguished by the patronage of a branch of the Royal Fa- 
mily. 

In 1785 was established, in London, a “ Society for the 
support and encouragement of Sunday Schools,” by dona- 
tions of suitable books, or rendering them of easy purchase, 
also by remunerating teachers in districts too poor to reward 
them. 

Clergymen of rank now did themselves honour by advo- 
cating this cause. Among these, the Rev. Dr. Kaye, Dean 
of Lincoln, was distinguished by a “ Charge deliv ered to the 
Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Nottingham.” At the same 
time, the Rev. Mr. Hearne, one of the Kectors of Canterbury, 
exerted himself zealously among the indigent population of 
that place. A very grauly ing account of his success was giv- 
en by him in a letter addressed to the Dean of Canterbury, 
Dr. Horne, afterwards Bishop of Norwich, who interested 
himself in this cause. The letter is preserv ed in the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine for 1786 (V. 56, p. 257), and also given in 
the Selections from that Magazine, just published (V. iii. 
115), and is well worthy of perusal. Mr. H. candidly states 
his constant use of Dr. Watts’s Songs 1 in the Schools, and the 
countenance he received from a issenter’”’ and a * Qua- 
ker.” About this time it was estimated that no less than 
250,000 children, in different parts of England, were under 
instruction by Sunday Schools. 

The late Bishop Porteus, then Bishop of Chester, recom- 
mended the formation of Sunday Schools in his extensive di- 
acese, ‘This prelate had early conceived a very tavourable 
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opinion of the plan, as we are informed, in his Life just pub- 
lished, and in several instances privately encouraged it. 


“ But, as an act of prudence, he determined not to give it 
the sanction of his public approbation, till, as he observes, 
*‘ time and experience, and more accurate inquiry, had ena- 
bled him to form a more decided judgment of its real value, 
and its probable effects.” When, however, repeated inform- 
vation from various quarters, and particularly from some of 
the largest manufacturing towns in his diocese, had convinced 
him that such institutions, wherever the experiment had been 
fairly tried, had produced, and could not fail to produce, if 
discreetly regulated, essential benefit, he no longer hesitated 
in promoting them generally throughout his diocese. With 
this view, as the wisest and most effectual mode of giving 
publicity to his sentiments, he addressed to his clergy a very 
excellent letter, centaining, in a short compass, a plain, tem- 
perate, and judicious exposition of the advantages of Sunday 
Schools, — of the rules by which they should be conducted.” 
Life of Bishop Porteus, p.93. 


Mr. Raikes appears to have been highly favoured in the 
circumstances of his death, which happened April 5, 1811, in 
his native city of Gloucester, without any previous indisposi- 
tion, and in his 76th year. Thus he came to his grave ina 
full age, and might, surely, have solaced his life’s decline with 
the promise of his great Exemplar----Blessed art thou, for 
these cannot recompense thee, but thou shalt be recompensed 
al the resurrection of the just. 

In tracing the origin cf Sunday Schools, and the life of Ro- 
bert Raikes, we cannot fail observing that Providence often 
employs the smallest circumstances, and the efforts, even of 
individuals, to accomplish its most grand and extensive de- 
signs. Who that observed Robert Raikes, surrounded with 
a number of ragged miserable children, talking with a poor 
woman respecting their awful situation, agreeing with teach- 
ers to pay them himself, would have supposed that he was 
laying the foundation of a building, the basis of which should 
cover the earth, and the top of which should reach unto hea- 
ven? If we were asked, whence has the present zeal for the 
diffusion of religious knowledge arisen? whence those Socie- 
ties which are the ornament of our country, and the benefac- 
tors of the world? we might lead the inquirer to that street in 
the suburbs of Gloucester, where the idea of Sunday Schools 
entered the mind of Raikes 33 years ago, as their more immedi- 
ate or remote origin. Whatcontinual accessions of felicity may 
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we conceive the spirit of Raikes to receive in the mansions of 
glory, as he welcomes to heaven an increasing number of 
those who have been instructed in Sunday Schools ! O, may 
all the teachers of Sunday Schools, with their founder, attend- 
ed byan innumerable company of the children whom they have 
taught, meet in heaven to ascribe all the glory “ unto Him 
ihat sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever. Amen.” 


~~ + Oe 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Moravian Missions. : 
We hear that the Rev. Mr. La Trobe, Secretary to the 


Brethren’s Society for Missions, has lately sailed for South 
Atrica, to visit the two stations they have in that country, viz. 
Gnadenthal and Grunekloof; he is accompanied by several 
new Missionaries. ° 

On Wednesday, November 8, Messrs. Threlkeld and Ellis, 
having been designated by the Directors of the Missionary 
Society _to labour in the islantls of the South Seas, were set 
apart to their important work at the Rev. Mr. Leifchild’s Cha- 
pel, Kensington. Mr. Hackett commenced the service by 
reading and prayer; Mr. Leifchild delivered an introductory 
discourse on the difficulties and encouragements of Missiona- 
ries; Mr. Platt asked the questions ; Dr. Waugh engaged in 
the ordination prayer; Mr. Hyatt delivered an impressive 
charge from Acts xx. 42--24. ; and Dr. Nicol concluded. 

They are to sail in the Atlas, a government transport, with 
200 male convicts, to New South Wales. Two more Mis- 
sionaries and their wives are expected soon, to»follow them. 
A lady has lately presented, by the hands of Dr. Haweis 
£200. towards the expenses of this Mission. 

Evangelical Magazine, Dec. 1815. 


— St o-_ 

Tue following extracts of letters from the Mission- 
aries of the United Brethren, though not of a very re- 
cent date, are taken from the two last numbers of the 
Periodical accounts of their Missions (72, and 73.) It 
is believed that they contain matter which Was net 
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yet. been made public in this country, and which ap- 
pears to be of such an interesting and edifying nature, 
as to make it acceptable to the reacers of this paper. 

It may not be generally known, that the Moravians 
hold their communication with the Missionaries on the 
coast of Labrador, through the medium of a vessel 
which performs a voyage between that place and Eng- 
land only once a year; which circumstance accounts 
for their not being able to furnish more frequent and 
later intelligence concerning them. 


Coast of Labrador. 


Oxxak, August 12, 1813, 


We have been able to attend, without interruption, to our 
most pleasant duty, that of proclaiming the word of life to the 
Esquimaux : and, in our outward concerns, we have experi- 
enced the blessing of the Lord upon our exertions. When- 
ever we met, either as a family, in company with our Esqui- 
maux, or in public, He was with us, to bless us, and never 
suffered us to depart without a renewed sense of his comfort 
and peace. We are, indeed, not worthy of all his benefits 
towards us and our Esquimaux congregation. 

The whole of last year, but particularly the winter season, 
distinguished itself by a remarkable display of the grace and 
power of our Saviour in their hearts, and we may say, that we 
have seen wonders of his mercy wrought among them. We 
have distinetly perceived, that they not only become better - 
acquainted with themselves as poor helpless sinners, who, 
without Jesus, can do nothing, but they show to all around 
what spirit they are of, and are enabled to direct their coun- 
trymen with much earnestness to Jesus, as the only Saviour. 
Among. the children, especially the great girls and young 
boys, the Lord has kindled his fire, and awakened their hearts 
to serious inquiry, what they must do to be saved. 

It gave us heartfelt pleasure to notice in many of the youn 
people genuine love to our Saviour, and when his bitter sul- 
ferings to procure for them life and salvation were treated of, 
the tears often flowed down their cheeks. Four of these 
children, one girl, and three boys, were added to the church 
by holy baptism, transactions which were always distinguish- 
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ed by an heart-melting sense of our Lord’s presence with us. 
The number of those baptized since this time last year is, 17 
adults and 10 children; 25 were made candidates for bap- 
tism, 23 for the Holy Communion, and 8 became partakers 
for the first time. We have now 26 communicants in this 
congregation, which altogether consists of 150 persons, be- 
sides whom 121 new people live here. ‘Two children have 
departed this life. Thus, the number of inhabitants on our 
land is 271. 

The meetings were always well attended, and, so great 
was the desire of the people to be present, that some came to 
us at the hazard of their lives. We must, however, confess 
that much imperfection is yet seen, and some of those living 
here are not what they should be. ‘This shall not damp our 
courage, but we will continue to direct them to Jesus. They 
all declare, that it is their sincere intention to be converted. 

The schools have been regularly held, and are frequented 
not only by children, but by adults, who come not somuch to 
learn to read and write, as to hear what may be said in them 
of our Saviour, and his love to sinners. At the examination, 
we were much gratified by the progress they had made in 
learning. Some could read a whole page without hesitation, 
and were tolerably expert in the rudiments of arithmetic. 

This short account, dear Brethren, we beg. you to receive 
inlove. It gives, indeed, but a faint idea of what our Saviour 
has done in the year past, both for us and our dear Esqui- 
maux ; but, as we have experienced such goodness parchie 
hands, we cast ourselves anew with confidence upon him with 
all our burdens, as his unworthy, but willing servants and 
handmaids, and pray him to give us a new and rich portion of 
faith and courage, to proclaim his great salvation to the hea- 
then, and to all men, and to grant that we may bear such fruit 
as may remain. , 

We commend ourselves, and the dear Esquimaux congre- 
gation committed to our care, to your continued love, remem- 
brance, and prayers before the Throne of Grace, and shall 
also remember you in all our supplications. May the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 

With cordial salutations to all and each of you, we remain 
ever, your most affectionate Brethren and Sisters at Okkak, 


(Signed) J. S. MEISNER. ADAM HALTER. 
TRAUGOTT MARTIN. 


(To be continued.) 
B2 
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Extracts from the third Annual Report of the Bristol Mis- 
| sionary Society. 


Tue Lord said unto Abraham, “ In thy seed shall all na- 
tions be blessed.”” This great and comprehensive promise 
being ratified by the solemnity of an oath, by the sign of cir- 
cumcision, and by the rites of sacrifice, was the foundation of 
all subsequent dispensations of Heaven, and more unalterable 
than the laws of the Medes and Persians. From that time, 
Providence seems to have been wholly occupied in prepar- 
ing the way for its accomplishment. 

The history of the slive patriarchs, and that of the na- 
tions with whose fate their interests were connected ;----the 
cruel bondage of their posterity in the land of Egypt, and 
their vce tl deliveranee ;----their journeys through the 
wilderness, and their settlement in the promised land ;----the 
Sinai covenant, and all the statutes and ordinances of the Le- 
vitical ceconomy ;----the spirit of prophecy from time to time 
poured upon the Church, and the extraordinary interpositions 
of Providence on her behalf s---the separation of the ten tribes 
from the family of David, amd their dispersion among the hea- 
then ; the peculiar care constantly exercised over*the king- 
dom of Judah ; their captivity in Babylon, and their restora- 
tion to their own land ;----the rise and fall of the Assyrian, 
Persian, Grecian, and Roman empires, which were productive 
of such important consequences to the kingdom of Judah, 
were all subservient to the appearance of the promised Seed, 
on which the salvation of Jews and Gentiles depended. 

When the fulness of the time was come, and whilst a gene- 
ral expectation prevailed of the advent of the promised Sav- 
iour, and every eye was attentive to mark the signs of the 
times, which might indicate his coming,----“* God sent forth 
his Son into the world ;” and angels sang on the plains of 
Bethlehem, “ Glory to Ged in the Highest, and on earth 
peace, and good will towards men.” ‘The grand design of 
these wonderful arrangements in the divine administration, 
having received its accomplishment in the incarnation, obe- 
dience, vicarious death, and triumphant resurrection of the 
Son of God ; before his ascension into heaven, he delivered it, 
as an incumbent duty in solemn charge to his followers, that 
they should go forth and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture ; and to animate their exertions, he said, ‘“ Lo! I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
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To the posterity of Abraham, who are called the Children 
of the Covenant which God made with their fathers, the Gos- 
pel was first preached, by the Apostles ; after which, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, those venerable men turned 
to the Gentiles, that the blessing of Abraham might come up- 
on them through faith. So ardent was the zeal of the primi- 
tive Christians, and so glorious were the triumphs of Chris- 
tianity through the different provinces of the Roman empire, 
that during the two first centuries, itseemed as if the commis- 
sion of the Redeemer was about to be executed in its fullest 
extent. But, alas! Corruption, which had insinuated itself 
into the vitals of the Church, now extinguished her holy zeal, 
and paralyzed her Missionary exertions. Ages of midnight 
darkness succeeded. Genuine Christianity ot 3 at the 
shrine of spiritual despotism ; or, stained with blood, sought 
her safety in obscurity. About the same time, the Mahomet- 
an impostor appeared as a scourge in the hands of God, 
against the degenerate Christians of the East. Darkness co- 
vered the whole Church, until God said, ‘‘ Let there be 
light,” and the morning of the reforniation dawned. Little, 
comparatively, had been done since the commencement of 
that auspicious day, towards the diffusion of the Gospel 
amongst the nations, until the reign of George the Third. 

The Missionary Society was established on the most libe- 
ral and comprehensive principles, to confront the blasphemies 
of infidelity and atheism, and to combine the energies of 
Christians of all denominations, in one grand effort to spread 
the Gospel through every region of the Flobe. The operations 
of the ociety have been attended with¢the most pleasin 
success. The Missionary zeal which it fas kindled throug 
the whole Christian Church, the numerous and valuable insti- 
tutions to which it has given existence, especially the British 
and Foreign Bible Society ; the fundamental principle of its con- 
stitution, in which different parties may conscientiously unite 
and co-operate, and the remarkable outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon the labours of the Missionaries, render the period. 
of its formation one of the most important eras in the history 
of the world, and seem to indicate that it is the great instru- 
ment destined by Divine Providence to bring on the glories of 
the millennium. It is with peculiar emotions of delight and 
fervent gratitude to the God of all grace, that the Committee 
of the Bristol Auxiliary*Missionary Society report to the 
friends the progress of the Parent Institution since their last 
Anniversary. 
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The Otaheitan Mission still continues to flourish. The number of those who 
have renounced the idols of the country, and are become the worshippers of 
Jehovah, is daily increasing. They are regular in their attendance on the 
means of instruction, and conscientious in the observance of the Sabbath,—ef 
secret and of family prayer. They hold their prayer-meetings, which are well 
attended; and so striking is the change which the Gospel has produced among 
them, that they are derided by their neighbours, who call them by the name 
of Burea Atua, the praying people. 

Kings, chefs, and cven idolatrous priests, are among the converts of the 
South-Sea Mission; the gods have fallen into general disrepute, and the people 
scruple not to call them bad spirits—toolish spirits—while they acknowledge 
Jehovah to be the good Spirit. 

The Missionaries at Otaheite are engaged in translating the Scriptures into the 
language of the natives, a portion of which they have printed at Port Jackson 
for distribution among the islanders. In a letter, dated Eimeo, September 17, 
1814, they state that the school has increased to upwards of two hundred, the 
greatest number of whom make a pleasing progress in spelling, reading, and 
writing in sand. The call for books is very great, and the desire of learning 
general amongst them. The following is an exiract of a letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Marsden to Mr. Hardcasile. ‘| have received the most pleasing inform 
ation from Eimeo. The Lord is doing great things for them, and by them Chris- 
tianity is gaining ground fast among the natives. Much has been done, and 
much will be done. The flourishing state of the South-Sea Missions, at the 
earnest request of the Missionaries, induced the Directors to determine on 
sending additional labourers, Who are acquainted with printing, gardening, me- 
dicine, and other useful arts; that when they arrive at Otaheite, they may be 
able to print whatever may be wanted for the use of the Mission, as well as to 
promote various other branches of civilization. O God! though we have long 
sown in tears in that unpromising soil, we thank thee that we now reap in joy. 
This is thy work, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

The Rev. Messrs. Kam, Supper, and Bruckner, who embarked for Java at 
the close of the year 1813, arrived at Batavia on the 26th of May, 1814, where 
they were kindly reccived by his excellency governor Raffles, who cordially 
approves of the Mission, and cheerfully co-operates in any plan tending to 
na te the views of the Society. Soon after their arrival, an Auxiliary Bi- 

le Society was established in the governor’s house, and Mr. Supper and one 
of the Missionaries was appointed Foreign Secretary. Here are two Baptist 
Missionaries, of whom”vur brethren speak in high terms of commendation. 
One of whom preaches every Sunday afternoon in the Malay language. Both 
of them have since been very ill. Mr. Supper ascribes their illness to their liv- 
ing in a very unwholesome place, and has taken pains to find a more suita- 
ble situation for them. The field of labour here is vast :—** Our number here,” 
say the Missionaries, * is ds the dust of the balance,” and they earnestly im- 
plore that additional labourers may be sent to their assistance. 

Mr. Le Brun, on his arrival at the Isle of France, was received by his excel- 
lency the governor in a friendly manner; who not only expressed his readiness 
to render every assistance to the Mission in that place, but his earnest desire 
to promote a Mission to the Island of Madagascar. The Directors have re- 
solyed to commence that work, as soon as proper instruments can be ob- 
tained. 

In China, the indefatigable Mr. Morrison, and his excellent coadjutor, Mr. 
Milne, are labouring for the salvation of that immense empire.—Mr. Morrison 
has printed two thousand copies of the New-Testament ; ten thousand copies 
of his Chinese Tract; and five hundred copigs of his Chinese Testament, in a 
Janguage which may be read by hundreds of millions of the humanrace. But 
what are they to the necessities of the population of one-third of the whole 
globe, who speak the Chinese language ?—Mr. Milne declares that the city of 
Canton alone would be but indifferently supplied with a million of copies!—He | 
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Jaments that their funds are exhausted, that they cannot go a single,step fur- 
ther, nor print a single copy more, unless further aid be afforded from this coun- 
try. ‘* This,” he adds, ‘is the fact; and L hope it will plead more strongly 
than ten thousand entreaties with the Christian public.» Our grateful ac- 
knowledgments are due to the Religious Tract Society, who have voted a 
handsome sum to Mr. Milne, to assist in printing of Chinese Tracts; and also, 
to the British and Foreign Bible Society, who have generously voted to Mr. 
Morrison the sum of Two Thousand Pounds, to assist him in the translation 
and distribution of the Holy Scriptures*; The following account of the con- 
fession and baptism of a Chinese convert, the first fruits of Mr. Morrison’s la- 
bours, your Committee hope will be peculiarly interesting.—‘“ Jesus,” says 
the young convert, “ making atonement for us, is the blessed sound. Lan- 
guage and thought are both inadequate to exhaust the gracious and amiable 
goodness of the intention of Jesus. I now believe in Jesus, and rely on his me- 
rits to obtain the remission of sins. I have sins and defects, and without faith in 
Jesus for the remission of sins, should be eternally miserable. Now that we have 
heard of the forgiveness of sins through Jesus, we ought, with all our hearts, to 
rely on his merits. I entirely call upon God the Father, and rely upon God 
for the remission of sin, I also pray to God to confer upon me the Holy Spi- 
rit.” ‘¢ At a spring of water,” says Mr. Morrison, ‘ issuing at the foot ofa 
lofty hill by the sea-side, away from human observation, | baptized, in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the person whose character and 
confession has been given above. O that the Lord may cleanse him from all 
sin in the blood of Jesus, and purify his heart by the influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit. May he be the first fruits of a great harvest;—one of the miilions who 
shall believe and be saved from the wrath to come.”— 

Mr. Milne has lately made a tour of fourteen hundred miles to the island of 
Java, for the purpose of distributing the New-Testament and Religious Tracts. 
He was every where welcomed by persons of all ranks with the warmest hos- 
pitality. Three copies of the Gospel. he left in the Heathen temple, for the 
use of the priests; and sent others to Banjerman, Pontiano, and Lambras, on 
the Island of Borneo. The Chinese received his presents with gratitude—lis- 
tened to his discourses with attention—called him ‘* Padri Tjina,’’ the minis- 
ter of the Chinese; strongly importuned him to continue, and establish a Mis- 
sion at Java: and after his departure, expressed a strong desire that he would 
return and explain the book which he had given to them ; declaring that they 
could find no rest day nor night in their minds since they had read it. Mr. Mil- 
ne, in a letter to our worthy Secretary, dated Canton, February 6, 1815, says, 
‘* As there will be a third tleet this season, I expect to send you as an appli 
to my journal, a-few ideas on a plan for the establishment of six or seven new 
Missions ; or, as Mr. Morrison calls them, branches of the Chinese Mission: 
some of them, however, relate to other people; viz. the Malays and Javanese. 
You will see from the journal of my highly and justly esteemed elder brother, 
that we have resolved on commencing a Mission at Malacca, which work falls 
to me.—The Lord give me wisdom. It is wished by Mr. Morrison, that as 
Malacca commands a reacly intercourse with all the Malay countries, lies in 
the way to Siam, Cochin China, and China itself, it might become the chief 
seat and centre of all your extra Ganges Missions, especially the Chinese.” 
He further adds, ‘‘ I hope the Bible Society will ever keep their eye on, and 
turn the stream of their benevolence towards China. We want, Sir, Viny 
Millions of New-Testaments for China, and afteg all, only about one-sixth of 
the population would be supplied. I should ask no higher honour upon earth 
than to distribute the said number.” 

In the vast regions of India, comprehending incalculable millions of man- 
kind, all sunk in the abominations of idolatry, or groaning under the despotism 





* The same noble Institution has since voted another Thousand, in add ‘tion to their for- 
wer dovations. 
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and stupwied with the delusions of Mahometanism, among whom are sixty 
millions of our féllow-subjects, your Missionaries are labouring in their differ- 
ent stations with steady perseverance and various success. Mr. Loveless, at 
Madras; Messrs. Gordon and Pritchard, with the assistance of a converted 
Brahmin, at Vizagapatam; Mr. Lee, at Gangam, a populous town on the 
Orissa Coast; Mr. May, Chinsurah; Messrs. Hands, Taylor, and Xavier, at 
Bellhary; and Mr. Ringletaube, at Travancore, are all diligently employed 
in founding and superintending schools, translating the Holy Scriptures into the 
language of the different nations around them, distributing copies of those al- 
ready translated, visiting the tem; les of the gods, expostulating with their de- 
luded worshippers, and preaching the Gospel with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven. In many places a deep concern seems to have been excited 
among the natives; the horrors of Paganism are retiring before the light of the 
Gospel, and your Committee have the pleasure of reporting that only one vic- 
tim perished under the wheels of Juggernaut at the last festival.— 

Your Committee, in order to avoid as much as possible the tediousness of 
detail, refer you to the last report of the Parent Society, for information con- 
cerning the progress of the Lascars, and the advantages likely to be derived 
from an intercourse with that oppressed and neglected race of men, the pros- 
perity of the Seminary under the superintendance of the Rev. David Bogue, 
and the state of the Missions at Ceylon, Malta, the different stations in North- 
America, and the West-Indies. But they cannot deny you the pleasure which 
they know you will derive from a short excursion into the delightful plantations 
of South-Africa ; where you will see, on every hand, the briers transformed in- 
to myrtles, the wilderness blaming as the rose, and the desert adorned with the 
plants of righteousness, flourishing in al] their beautiful variety, rejoicing as 
the garden which God has planted. 

With mingled emotions of awe and reverence—joy and gratitude, your 
Committee approach the station of the late apostolic Vanderkemp, The 
great revival which has taken place there, began with the conversion of the 
son of a Caffre Chief, who had been a ringleader in folly and dissipation. The 
extraordinary change produced in the character of this youth made a deep im- 
pression on minds of many. 

The religious assemblies of the brethren were now crowded; multitudes 
were seen bathed in tears, and heard crying for mercy; the believing Hotten- 
tots wept for joy over their countrymen ;—fifty persons were shortly received 
into the Church, and so mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed, 
that others were daily added to their number. In a letter from Mr. Messer, 
dated Bethelsdorp, April 10th, 1815, he says, “‘ Brother Read andI have 
baptized one hundred and thirty adults since the first of January last. Daily 
my house is crowded with old and young, inquiring after the Lord.” Mr. 
Read also, in a letter dated April 9th, 1815, confirms the same statement. 
** The work of conversion,” says he, “ still goes on rapidly. We can say 
that almost every day, souls are added to us. Yesterday about two hundred 
and fifty were sitting round the table of the Lord, many, very many, with 
tears streaming down their cheeks, whilst receiving the emblems of Christ’s 
body and blood. At such time, I am led to take a retrospective view at the 
period when I resided at Hackney, and the circumstances in which we found 
this people ; and I amconstrained to adore Him, who has wrought such won- 
ders and caused us to behold them.” 

It has often been objected against the Missionary Society, that, in the exe- 
cution of its plans, civilization is neglected. The following statement, your 
Committee conceive, will be admitted as a sufficient answer to this objec- 
tion. 

** The government at the Cape had laid a considerable tax on Bethelsdorp. 
The operation of this tax was greatly feared; especially as (through pecu- 
liar circumstances) the amount of two years’ taxes was to be paid at once- 
Remonstrances, says Mr, Read, proved useless; and the only alternative was 
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for the people to exert themselves to the utmost, toraise the money. Accord- 
ingly they were scattered abroad, some hewing wood, and sawing timber ; 
others beating bark or burning charcoal, the smith, the wheelwright, the car- 
penter, &c. ; all exerted themselves to comply with the demand upon them- 
‘selves and their poorer relations ; so that at the appointed time the tax was 
paid—a sum amounting to three thousand six hundred rix dollars. The people 
having been able, in so short a time, to raise such a sum by their labour, will, 1 
trust, convince the world that civilization has not been so much neglected at 
Bethelsdorp, as some have supposed. The day after the tax was paid, many 
people being together at Bethelsdorp, a regular Auxiliary Society was pro- 
posed and established. Twelve of the number were chosen to form a Com. 

mittee, and subscriptions were immediately made. The number of subscri- 
bers is four hundred and fifty-two; and the sum subscribed nine hundred and 
thirty-eight rix dollars, about two hundred pounds, and more is expected. 
When this sum is collected, it is supposed that Bethelsdorp will be free of ex- 
pense to the Missionary Society. Our school flourishes exceedingly ; and 1 
suppose that we have at least a thousand persons in want of Bibles, besides 
constant demands from farmers, kc. It would afford great satisfaction to the 
members of the Missionary and Bible Societies, to hear the number of Hotten- 
tot children reading the Bible as well as Ican; who, ten months ago, did not 
know the alphabet. At present they cannot be supplied with Bibles to read 
to their aged parents at home.””—Nor is this remarkable revival confined to 
Bethelsdorp. The flame soon spread through the other Missionary stations in 
South-Africa, from which the most interesting aécounts are daily received to 
augment the fulness of our joy. New Missiomary stations have been opened ; 
others are in contemplation; and at the first general meeting of the Missiona- 
ries at Graaf-Rennet, the residence of Mr. Kicherer, six converted natives, 
Guiquas and Hottentots, have been solemnly set apart to the Christian minis- 
try. Onthe next day, one of them, Waterbore, preached on Acts xix. 30, 31. 
The whole services were highly pleasing and impressive. Two hundred dol- 
lars were collected for the Missionary Society, and an Auxiliary Society was 
formed; twelve of the inhabitants of Graaf-Rennet were chosen Directors, 
and upwards of three hundred dollars were subscribed. Amongst the con- 
verted natives thus solemnly designated to the work of the ministry, Cupido, 
the waggon-driver of Mr. Campbell, when in Africa, seems to be the most dis- 
tinguished. Mr. Read, speaking of that excellent man, who was then going 
to strengthen the hands of Mr. Anderson, in the Namaqua Country, observes, 
<¢ The Lord, I believe, is preparing him for a great work. For the last four 
months, he has been in rotation with us, giving public instruction, and is gene- 
rally so much affected that the tears are running down his cheeks. He enjoys 
peculiar nearness to Christ; says he has long seen him as his Prophet and 
Priest, but now he views him in his kingly office, with a crown upon his head, 
and possessing all power in heaven and upon earth He preached yesterday from 
Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore, &c.; showing how the Gospel had spread in 
the world, and especially in Africa; and towards the conclusion he exhorted 
the brethren, particularly the younger, to activity and exertion.”? There is 
one fact that your Committee would particularly notice. It is well known 
that there is no description of human beings upon the globe, amongst whom 
fewer converts to the Christian faith have been made than the followers of Ma- 
homet. The ministry of Cupido, however, has been blessed to the conversion 
of one at least, if not two, Mahometan priests. Here we have another strik- 
ing instance how God is pleased to employ the feeblest means to bring to pass 
events of the greatest magnitude. What learning and philosophy, reason and 
eloquence, great talents combined with exalted piety could not effect, is at 
length accomplished by a converted Hottentot. That God, who tore up the 
foundations of idolatry throughout the Roman world, by the hands of the fish- 

ermen of Galilee; by the instrumentality of a converted Hottentot, has now 
Jaid the axe at the root of the empoisoned tree of Mahomet. 
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Your Committee close their review of the operations of the Parent Society, 
and take their leave of Africa, with observing that the Mission in that country 
produced, in one year, three hundred converts; and that if the present Mis- 
sionaries were now called to rest from their labours, the good cause no doubt 
would still go on and prosper; and they entertain the most pleasing hope that 
in a few years the Gospel will spread through every part of that immense con- 
tinent. Upon the whole, since the formation of the Bristol Auxiliary Society, the 
success of the present Institution has far exceeded their most sanguine expecta- 
tions. But how extensive is the field that yet remains to be cultivated! Af- 
ter the lapse of eighteen hundred years, with an impassioned tone we must still 
repeat the words of our blessed Lord; ** The harvest is truly great, but the la- 
bourers are few.” 

With pleasure your Committee recall to your remembrance the honour that 
was conferred on your Society during the last year by the ordination of three 
Missionaries in your city. ‘The recollection of the joy, the extasy, and the 
strong Missionary feeling that was excited by that solemnity, is indelibly im- 
pressed on their hearts. They inform you that, during the last year, one thou- 
sand one hundred and one poupds, nineteen shillings, and seven pence, was re- 
ceived by your Treasurer, which has been transmitted to the Parent Society. 
They exceedingly rejoice in the progress of the Juvenile Missionary Society. 
And present their most grateful acknowledgments to the gentlemen, but espe- 
cially the ladies, who have taken an active part in promoting its interests. 
They have now the melancholy task of recording the death of Mr. John Day, 
your gratuitous Assistant Secretary. A warmer friend to the Missionary 
cause does not exist. His comsummate modesty threw a veil over the powers 
of his mind, and the other virtues of his heart. To know him was to love 
him, and they who knew him most loved him best. His removal hence forci- 
bly reminds us of our own mortality, and the mortality of the poor Heathen. 
How many myriads of idolaters have passed into eternity since the formation 
of this Society! How many millions since the present Society was establish- 
ed in London, in 1795! ‘ Let us labour while it is called to-day.” The 
cross of Christ is the centre of our union; the superintendence of Divine Provi- 
dence ig our guide ; and the salvation of the Heathen world, the reward of our 
Jabours. O God! direct our councils, and crown our feeble efforts with thy 
blessing, that the whole earth may soon be filled with thy glory! 4men. 


SO 4+ 


CHINESE SCRIPTURES. 


THE unspeakable importance of widely circulating the word of God in the 
Chinese language, may, in some measure, be conceived of, by observing the 
vast extent of country through which the character in which it is written is 
known. 

The late Dr. Buchanan, quoting Barrow’s Travels in India, p. 615, says, 
** The Chinese character is understood from the Gulf of Siam to the Tartari- 
an Sea, aad over a very considerable part of the great Eastern Archipelago ; 
and the Cochin Chinese use no other writing than the pure Chinese character, 
which is also the case with the Japanese.” Evang. Mag. 





OTAHEITF. 


SEVERAL hymns have been composed in the Taheitan language, and some 
copies printed at Port Jackson, are in the hands of the natives ; others aré so 
desirous of obtaining the remaining copies, that they are ready to quarrel for 
them. ‘ What an alteration (says one of the Missionaries) is this! Instead 
of drumming and dreadful howling, the praises of God are resounding from 
different quarters every evening.” 

The following is the first verse of a bymn founded on Jer, x. 11. The 
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gods have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the 
earth, and under these heavens,”? 


Teie nei ta tatou, 
Ehoama e hamaitai ; 
T’ioa mana, ioa matau 
Te Atua no te rai. ab. 


CALEDON. 


Mr. Seidenfaden, in a letter dated at Caledon, May 21, 1815, informs the 
Directors that the affairs of that Missionary settlement go on prosperously. 
** In the course of this year,” says Mr. S. **I have baptized twenty adul 
and twenty more are candidates for baptism, in whose hearts I hope the Lor 
has begun a good work. ‘The preaching of the word is well attended. Eve- 
ry evening I have more than 200 hearers, and on the Lord’s days between 
300 and 400. There are about forty or fifty in the school, many of whom be- 
gin to read well in the Bible, and have learnt a great many hymns by heart, 
which they sing at the beginning and end of the evening service. To see that 
they make so much progress gladdens my soul, for I perceive that the Lord is 
pleased to bless my labours.” 

We rejoice in the apparent prosperity of this new settlement, in which we 
see religion and civilization rapidly advancing, hand in hand. 1b. 





HOLLAND,, 


WE rejoice to hear of the activity of our Dutch friends. A branch of the 
Rotterdam Missionary Society is engaged in visiting the military hospitals, 
and distributing Dutch, German, English, and French Tracts. About 100,000 
have already been distributed. ib. 


MISSIONARY SEMINARY IN SWITZERLAND. 


By a letter from the Rev. Mr. Steinkopff, dated Stuttgart, Oct. 30, 1815, 
we are glad to find that the Missionary spirit revives in that country. Mr. 8. 
says, ** The Missionary spirit has much increased. Not only have many con- 
tributed their mites for the support of the Berlin seminary, but last summer our 
Basle friends, who are active and indefatigable inevery work of faith and labour 
of love, have applied to their government to establish a Missionary seminary in 
theirown town. Government have gladly granted them leave; several young 
men have applied to the Missionary Committee, which is now established at 
Basle, and consists of most worthy men, to be received into the seminary. A 
suitable inspector was then looked for, and the choice is fallen on the Rev. Mr. 
Blumhardt, a most worthy and truly pious clergyman, who translated Mr. 
Begue’s ** Essay,” and Dr. Buchanan’s “ Christian Researches.” Our Basle 
friends have already collected about £400.; many Christian friends in Swit- 
zerland have promised their aid, and several merchants will give their annual 
subscriptions. ab. 

—<+eo— 


DOMESTIC. 


Vury interesting intelligence, has lately been received in 
this City, concerning the work of the Holy Spirit in various 
parts of this and the neighbouring States, in awakening the 
attention of sinners to the concerns of their immortal souls. 
Great numbers have abandoned the ranks of irreligion and 
epen rebellion against Ged, and united themselves to the 
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fotlowers of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ‘The fol- 
lowing places in this State, are named as having been more 
especially favoured with the merciful visitations and quick- 
ening influences of Divine Grace; viz. ss para East- 
Hampton, and Bridgehampton, on Long-Island; several places 
in Orange and Delaware Counties ; the towns of Augusta and 
Troy. In all the Eastern States, particularly those of Rhode- 
Island, Connecticut, and Vermont, there appears to be a great 
movement in the Christian Churches. In the City of Philadel- 
pala, and especially in the Northern Liberties, there has 

een a considerable awakening. We have also cause of 
praise to God for having, in some good degree, visited a part 
of this City with ook tokens of his presence. 

Of particulars concerning the above-mentioned revivals, 
we have not sufficiently authentic documents to warrant a re- 
tation of them. If any such are received, we shall feel much 
pleasure in publishing them. We may, however, soon ex- 
pect highly interesting reports of the state of religion 
throughout the States, from the great Ecclesiastical Conven- 
tions, at their approaching annual sessions. With accounts 
coming through such channels especially, it will delight us 
to fill the pages of this publication, concerning the progress 
of the cause of Christ in our beloved country. 


924+o— 


Tue following lines are the production of a young Chris- 
an, at the age of 15. 


Break forth, ye sighs, as well ye may ; 
Fall fast, ye tears, from day to day: 
For, cause indeed have I to mourn— 
With bitter pangs my heart is torn. 
My soul is wearied out with care, 
And dark despair. 


A weary pilgrim here, I stray, 
With nought to guide me on my way ; 
With not a ray of heavenly light 
To lead my wand’ring feet aright. 
Oh! shall I never, never find 
Sweet peace of mind ! 


Blest Sun of Righteousness Divine, 
Arise upon this coul of mine ; 
Take, take away this sinful heart, 
And bid my doubts and fears depart. 
Oh! purify my sin-sick soul, 
And make me whole. 





